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S E R M ON. 
—————— 
I. THESS. II. iv. 


But as we were allowed of GOD 10 be 
put in Truft with the Goſpel, even ſo 


we ſpeak, not as pleaſing Men, but 
80 which trieth E Fang 


FE have in our Contexr, an Account of 
the Apoſtle's manner of preaching, and 
his comfortable refleftion wpon his en- 
trance in, among the Theſſalonians. 
And as he had the reſtimony of his 
| own Conſcience to his integricy, fo he 

could appeal to che Theſſalonians, bow 

faichſully & ſucceſoſully he, and Silas, and Not beus, his fellow 
helpers in the work of the Lord, bad diſcharg'd their Office. 
Tau your ſelves, bretbren, knew our entrance in unto you, that # 
Was not in vain, Its no little comfort to a Miniſter of the Gof- 


pel, to have bis own Conſcience, and the Confciences of others 


witneſſing for him, that he ſet out well, with good defigns, and 
from good principles, and that h's preaching has not been in 
vain ; that it, ſay ſome, it was not vain in the matter, we did 
not preach about vain, uſeleſs and unprofitable niceties and ſpe- 


culations, but our preaching was fubſtantial, found and folid, 


ſuch as was moſt likely to profi our hearers. It was not vain 
in the manner ( ſay others ) it was not undertaken raſhly, and 
without a Call, nor manag d in a flight and vain manner. 
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the Apoltle ) bold in eur Ged, to ſpeak ante you the goſpel of God. 


2 As Ordination Sermon; _ 
may more particularly point at theſe tw 


Bor the expreſſion 


things, (1 ) Thar the divine power prnnpeny'y Bale mi- 


niſtrations, and cenfirm'd them in che faith that it, and 
the gracious aſſiſtances vouchſafed to them, confirm'd them 
in the enpectation of ſucceſs, And, then (2) That their ex- 
ations were not diſappointed, but anfwered in the great 
ceſs given to their miniſtry; for the word vain when it is 
apply'd ro the meſſages, the Miniſters of Chriſt bring, ſignifies 
the not accompliſhing the great ends for which they are ſent. 
It is us'd to this purpoſe, in Iſa. 55. 11. The werd that goeth 
out of my mouth Hall not return to me in vain, but proſper, &. 


Ws may henec learn that where Miniſters are regularly eall'd 
to, and faithfully diſcharge their duty, their labours are com- 


monly attended with more or leſs of ſucseſi, ticher ſooner, or 
later, for Converfien and Edification, They have the promiſe 


of Chriſt's gracious preſence with them, and if they are faich- 
Full, chey fhall have the preſence of his power to 
them, and of his bleſſed ſpirit to ſuceet i them. 


| Trovcn ſometimes they may net have any great viſible fac 
ceſs at preſent,; yer it may comfort ſuch, that there may be good 


done by their miniſtry notwithſtanding, aud if they dont reap 


the fruit of the ſced they ſow, they who come aſter them may. 
Bur if it ſhould be fo, that neither they, nor their people reap 
Fruit, cheir — — not be - — wich reference to _ 
ſelves; for they ſhall be glorious in the eyes of the Lord, thoug 

Jrael be not gathered, | Wh = 9 


Ix the 2d v. the Apoſtle tells them of the great difficulties 
which he enceunter'd at his firſt coming among them te preach 
the Goſpel, but yer theſe did not at all diſcourage him from 
preaching the Goſpel with conſtancy and reſolution. He was 
notwithſtanding bold in God to ſpeak unto them the Geſpel of God. 
He was inſpir'd with an holy boldneſi, and went on ceuragiouſly 
in his work, notwichſtanding any oppoſicion that was made 
againſt him, er ill uſage he met withall, from any of thoſe to 
whom he was ſent. Ic was a zcalous boldneſs in che cauſe of 
God, and prov'd convincing unto many. It is one neceſſary 
and commendable qualifieatien in the Miniſters of the Goſpel, in 
order to the making their miniſtry ſueceſ'ſul, that a wiſe, hum- 
ble, zealous and convincing boldneſs be found with them in their 
delivering the truths of Cop unto their People. Fe were (lays 


*C 
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In my Text, and the verſe immediately preceding it. be tells 
Bs lanerking of the manner of bis preaching, that it was with 


great ſimplicity and — ſincerity ;, for our exlortatiom wa not 
5 


of deceit, nor of wntleaneſs, ner in guile ; but as de were allowed 
of God to be put in truſt with the Goſpel, even ſo wwe ſpeak, not 4s 
pleaſing men, but od which trieth our heart. We may bert Note, 
chat the Apoſtle calls his preaching an Exbertation ; doubtleſs 
becauſe a great part of bis Ong was ( as ours ought to be) 
applicatory and exhortatory, carneitly and aff:ionarely excit- 
ing the hearers to cleave unto the truths, whether dectrinal or 
practical, delivered to them. 


Hz dectzges to them, that it was the fincere and ed 
Seſel that be preach'd, and exhorted to believe and obey. 
His defign was not to ſer up a ſation, to draw men over to a 
party, but to promote pure Religion, and undefiled before God 
and the Father. The Goſpel he preach'd, was without deceit ; 
it was net of enſnaring and ſeducing error, not ſuted to the 
corrupt opiniens and wicked inclinations of Men. Nor was ic 


of Uncleaneſs ; bis Goſpel was puie and holy, worthy of ic holy 


Author, tending to diſcourage all manner of impurity : Noebi 

char he cither preach'd or — did countenance or — 
age men in the gratification of their luſte, as did the erroneous 
preaching of the falſe Apoſtles, And as the matter of his 


preaching was Pure, ſo the manner of his ſpeaking was without ' 


gui, i e he did not ſeek himſelf onder a pretanse of acting 
oo and his glory, nor propound his own worldly advanarge 
ab his ultimate end. He had not ſiniſter aims, but was in reality 
| Whay he ſeem'd ro be, The Miniſters of Choiſt ſhould not only 
preach the pure word of God, but preach it purely, in fimplicicy 
of heart, and with a ſingle eye ac the glory of Cop, without 
looking at, or having any regard to liaiſter ends, or by- 
reſpects. , 5 


_ He would aſſure them, that his main deſign was to approve 
himfelf to G 0 D, that he might have the divine approbation ; 
not ſo much, or at all, regarding to pleaſe Men, but only in 
ſubordination to God. And in the words read, te gives us the 
| reaſons or motives inducing him to it. (Ff) He was put in 
truſt with the Goſpel, allowed of God to be ſo. God fitted him 
for this high and honorable tri ſt, and improv'd bim therein; 
and he looked upon both as a favour and henour dete him b 

the preat Go. The other motive was the conſide ra · ion of 
Gop s omniſcienr and all- ſeein g eye rpon bim, as well knewing 
that the beert-ſearcking Gob was a witneſs both of his D. ctrine 
and Converſation, acquainted with his aims and erds, and tbere- 


fore he ſo preach'd nw 15 plerſivg men, but 6.4 Ax» 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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Ap what is there that can, or ſhould more powerfully excite 
the Miniſters. of. Chriſt, ie the faithful diſcharge of their duty, 
than che conſideration of the henour and weight of che great 
truſt repsſed in them, and the eye of an hearc-fearchingGov 


continually upon them! 


H goes on in the two next verſes, to produce the evidences 
of his fincericy 3 the Fi is, chat he did not uſt” flattering 
wordt, to gratify the luſts and humours of men, to gain their 
favour or good opinion of him. nor did he flacter them in their 
fins. Flattery ia any, is very odious; but more eſpecially is ie 
ſo in the Miniſters of Chriſt. They ſhould be plain-bearred and 
faichful in their dealings with men, becauſe flattery about thin 
of a ſpiricual nature is moſt pernicious' and fatal. gecondly, 
He did not w/e a Cloak of Covetoufneſs ; be had no coverous 
deſign in his Miniſtry ; he did not propoſe to gain any outward 
or worldly advantage to himſelf. He ſolemaly appeals to God, | 
who ſcarches the heart, as a witneſs of the truth of this. He 
alſo declares; how free he was from all oſtentation and vain- 
glory : He did not ſeek or deſire applauſe from men, nor indeed 
fo much ae due reſpect in a-fining maintenance from them, 
tho” he does at the ſame time affure them, 1 1 
of his Right, ſceing as an Apoſtle of Cbri ſſ, he mi 
ſome, We — to 122 by — — a fit and honourable 
Support from them, which ſome might be too ready to think, 
would be too great a burden for them to bear. We may from 
hence Note, that tho* the Miniſters of Chriſt, may and ſhould 
have a doe reſpc& to their own honour and reputation, yet 
eagerly to ſeck after reſpeR and eſteem, does ſavour too much 
of vanity and vain glery. We may alſo leara, that though the 
Miniſters of the Gotpel have an undoubted right to an honour- 
able Support, yet it may be a point of prudence in them to re- 
mit that right, for ſome ſpecial reaſons. 


Tux Apoſtle proceeds in our Context, to give an account of 
bis bumble, holy, meck, courteous and affable behaviour among 
tbem, by all expreſſing bis tenden Love and Aſſection to them, 
— which he has ſet an example for all Chriſts Miniſters to 

ow. | | 


Navixnc thus open'd and paraphras'd upon the Text, and 
Eontext, I come to the Docraixx, which I- deſigu for our pre- 


ſent Inftruſtion and Improvement, viz, 
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DO In 


THAT the Minifttrs of Ghrift, or ſuch as ave allowed of GOD 


to be put in tr — 2 make is their great 
cave, „ and endeavony, ſo to wot 45s ple a ſin 
22 


Tazak are two Prepoſitions contain ' in this Dock ine, 


the Goſpel. 
Uu THAT ſuch god make it their gras concern and 


L THAT ſome ave allowed of & O D, to be gut in truſt with 


endeavour, ſo ie ſpeak, not as pleaſing men, but GOD, who 


tries their Hearts. 


Prov, I. SOME are allowed of GOD ts be put in truſt 
with the Goſpel. 


And theſe are Chriſt's Miniſters, regularly call'd and ſet 
apart to the work of the Gofpel-Miniſtry, The Lord Feſns 
Chriſt bas infticored a ſtanding Goſpel-Miniſtry in bi Church, 
0 cominue to the end of the World. Ir i his Sovereign Will 
and Pleaſure, that there ſhould be an Order of Men co repreſent 
his Perſon, publiſh his Laws, ex hibit the promiſes & adminiſter 

Seals and Cenſures; this is evident from the promiſe of Chriſt's 
preſence to be with bis Miniſters to the cad of the World, Matt. 
28. 20. and becauſe the reaſon of ſuch an infticution of Men 
ro this ſervice wilt always cominue. Now with theſc is the 
Goſpel intruſted; they are allow d of Gos to be pur in cruſt 
with the Gofpel. It is GOD, who raifes them op, who gifts and 


qualifies chem for ſerving their Generation in the Goſpel of bis. 


Son, and inclines their hearts to engage therein. 


TagyY are authorized from Chriſt, the King and Head of his 
viſible Church and People, ro diſcharge the Office of Gofpel 
Miniſters. They receive their Commiſſion frem him. And 
they are introduc'd into their awful Station by Perfors au ho- 
rized by Chriſt chereunts.” They are by the Impefirion of che 
Hands of the Preebyrery, and folemn Prayer, fer apar: to the 
Goſpel Miniſtry, and fo bro'e under ſolemn bonds & obligations, 


and endow'd wich all the privileges & powers that betong 1s 


that ſacred Office, They hereby become true M niſters of ie 
Lord Feſus Chrift, according to the direction and infti-urion of 
che Goſyel; and fa they are pur in eruft with the Geſpel, are 
com n. ſſ one d to preach the glad ridings of Salv# ion ro a miter- 

B able 


| 
| 
| 
| 
[ 


* 
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able World. The Miniſtry of Reconciliation is given to them, 

2. Cor. V. 18. The word of reconciliation commicred to them, 
ver: 19. and they are Embaſladors for Chriſt, as we read in 
the 20th ver. Now then e are Embaſſadors for Chrift, as 
though God did beſeech you by us, we pray you in Chriſt's flead, be 
ye reconciled unto God, Their Office is here ſer forth under the 


| name of an Embaſſage;, We are Embaſſadors ſor Chriſt. The 


Lord Jeſus Chrift was himſelf an Embaſſador ſent from Gop, 
to eltablifh a Coven int of peace betwixt Gopd and Men; he 
treated with and intreated Sinners to be reconciled unto Gob. 
The Son of God, the Prince of peace, came to miniſter to Men, 
and make peace between Gon and them. All the while he was 
on Earth, he was performing, as it were, the work of an Em- 
baſſador to Men. He is now exalted to Gop's right band, and 
comes not to the world perſonally any more, untill he ſhall 
come to Judge the World. He is now Head over all things to 
his Church, he is King and Lord of his People; and he now 
allows us {inful worms ( ſuch is his condefeention and grace) 
to be put in truſt with the Goſpel ; he ſends ſuch ſorth into the 
World as his Vice-gerents and Embaſladors, ro manage the 
affairs of his Kingdom among Men, to publiſh che Goſpel of 
reconciliation, the proclamations of peace, to the apoſtate, rebel- 
lious children of Men, and to propoſe the conditions of peace, 
and terms of reconciliation. We read in the 10th Chap of Luke, 
that when Chriſt ſent out his Diſciples to preach the Goſpel, 
he ſaid to them, Into whatſoever Houſe ye enter, firſt ſay, 
Feace be to this Houſe, The Goſpel is called the Goſpel of Peace, 
Rom JN. 15. and of Grace, Ad, XX. 24. where the Apoſtle 
ſays, Bur none of theſe things move me, neither count I my lite 
dear unto my ſelf ſo that I might finiſh my courſe with joy, and 
the Miniſtry ewhich I bave received of the Lord Feſus, to trſliſy 
the Goſpel of the grace of God. Miniſters of the Goſpel are ſent 
to preach Peace by and thro' Jeſus Chriſt, to offer a Covenant 
of peace and reconciliation, to make a proclamation of pardon 
to guilty condemned Rebels, They act in Chriſt's name, on his 
behalf; he gives them their inſtructions, puts words into their 
moui he. The ſolemn Charge given to them at their Ordination, 
is in the Name of Chiiſt ; they preach the Goſpel in his Name, 
and fo wich anthoricy and power. And what they deliver 
agreable to the Oracles of Gos, it is the word of Gob and not 
of Man, and accordingly to be attended to, and regarded by us. 
In his Name they invite Sinners to come to him for liſe; in 
his name they command them to repent, believe and obev the 
Goſpel. In the name of Chriſt they adminiſter the holy Saera- 
ments of B/ ptiſin and the Lords Supper. Ia his name they re- 


prove, iebuke and exhore, Thus are the Minifters of theG: ſpel 
| in 


An Ordination Sermon: 7 


in Chriſt's ſtead treating with Men, being allowed of God, and 
put in truſt with the Goſpel to do ſo. Some are thus tavour'd 
and honour d of GO. * 


Bur this may ſuffice for the firſt Propoſition : We may now 
make ſome — of ir, before we paſi to the next. 
ND 
Uss. I, HOW thankſul feuld we be for the Divine Com- 
| paſſions berein expreſs'd and maniſefied towards us miſerable 
Sinners! | 


Ir is wonderful condeſcenſion in the great Gon, that he will 
have any thing to do with us in a way of Mercy, Afﬀeer our 
Apoſtaey from God he might juſtly have caſt us cf for ever, 
have got himſelf everlaſting honour and glory, in making us the 


flaming Monuments of his Juſtice The Curſes of the Covenant 


violated by us, might have forever fallen on our guilty Heads, 


and God and his Throne been clear and gui lileſs forever; but 


the Bowels ef Divine compaſſion yern'd towards us, and the 
Lord in his pity and love has tedeemed us. When we were caſt 
out in the open Field to the loathing of our Perſons, he then 
ſaid unto us, Live, and the time was a time of Love. Yea, 
from all eternity had the bleſſed Gop thoughts of Mercy con- 
cerning us, and in the fulneſs of Time ſent his dearly belovedSon, 
to become our Surety, and to make Satisfaction to offended J 
tice ; which he bas eff:Qually done by his obedience, ſufferings 
and death: So that God may now be Juſt, and yet juſtiſy and 
ſave miſerable periſhiog Sinners. But who now muſt manage 
the treaty of peace and reconciliation, to be upheld and carry'd 
on with ſuch ? The Angels might have been commiſſion'd for 
this deſign and purpoſe, and it would have been an extraordinary 
favour to have had offers of peace and reconciliation made to us 
by them; but yer ſuch has been the divine goodneſs and conde- 
ſcenſion, chat the Lord appoints and authorizes fome of our 
fellow creatures, of the ſame make and frame with ourſelves, 
whoſe terror may not make us afraid, to treat with us about 
the great concerns of our preciovs and immortal Souls, to ſhew to 
us the way of life, and perſwage us to walk therein. How gra- 
cious is this condeſcenſion, and bow thankful ſhould we be for i: ! 
how much more ſuicable and apreeable is ic ro us, than to have 
been tieated wi hby Angels, tho' far fuperiour to us, who would 
rather have terrified and zmaz'd, than inſtructed and per- 
, Cwaded us? Their appearance might have been very awful to us; 
but i:'s not likely their MiMin would have been ſo ſuitable to us, 
ia our pteſent corrup+,and infirm ſtate We ſhould have been, 
is 8 probable, more ready to 1 and avoid them, than . 
2 0 
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of a familiar converſe wich chem : which we may now have with 

thoſe, whom the Lord has commiſſioned to make tenders of 
peace and ſalvation to us, who are Men ſubjeRt re like paſſions 
wich ourſelves, Men who muſt be ſaved in the Came way and 


method others are; Men that have the Cime workings of fig and 
unbelief that you bave, that may be exerciſed with the ſame 
temptations, you are, and ſo may be by experience the better 
qualified to guide and direct you, under thoſe doubts and diff · 
c -l:ies and temptations, that may perplex and diſtreſ you. 
They are or ſhould be eaſy of acceſs, that you may freely and 
readily go to them, and lay your Caſes before them for Advice 
and Direction. Perhaps they may be able to comfort you with 
the ſame comfort, wherewich they themſelves have been comfart- 
ed of the Lord. They'l be inſtrumental to help you over 
and through che very difficulcies that they themſelves, it may 
be, have been conflicting with. They can more feelingly 
ſympachize wich you in your days of diſtreſs and troy 

In many otherways they may be ſerviceable ro you; ſurely then, 
you ſhould be very thankful to Gop, that your Eyes fre 
teachers, to whom you can with an humble freedom have Acttfs, 
and make knawn your fears and deſires, when and as frequently 
as you pleaſe. 


\ Svcn condeſcenſions of the grace of God, ſhoyld be very 
ehanktully acknowledged by us; that Gop ſhould ſend to us 
ſome of our brethren to preach repentance and remiſſion of Sins, 
in the name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and by them offer ſalvati. 
on to us on ſuch teaſonable Terms, and by them ſo familiarly 
urge us t a complyance with them. Glory and praiſe to Gop 
in the bigbeſt ſhould be aſcribed, tor ſuch good will towards 
Mea. | 


UE II. Wa may from what has been ſaid infer tbe honour 
and regard there is due ta Chriſt's Minifters. 


Tukv are worthy of double bonowr, as they repreſent the 
ꝑlo ious and incarnate Son of Goo. From him they receive 
theit meſſages, their commiſſion and inſtructions, They are his 
Leputies, act under him as their king and maſter. They ought 
certainly then, to have ſuitable bonoursand regards paid co them. 


Tus word of God enjoins ir, that ſuch be honourably ſup- 
p1ted, and that they be highly eſteem'd, lov'd and obey'd, 
tor they wa'ch for your Souls, as thoſe that muſt give an Ac- 
cocut, chat they nay do it with. Joy and not with G:ick, 
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f I might infer 
er It HB fin and danger of abuſing the Miniſters of rift, 


Do ſpeak to ws in the Name of Gop, by bis Authority? 
Do 8 the bead of the Chorch, the bleſſed Go 
incarnate and intbron d in our Jeſus? Mult ic not then be very 
ſiaful and dangerous to abuſe cher ! 


Lzr me warn all who hear me, to beware of this. Surely 
our Miniſters have Work and Bulineſs enough, lying open their 

ts and hands ; you need not add more. And know it, their 
Lord and Maſter, will tenderly and highly reſent any indigaicies 
offered to his Embaſſadors. Abuſe of Embaſſadors, ſens by 
Earthly Kings, has ever by the Law of Nations been highly 
reltnted; we read alſo in Scripture of its being ſo, Let us then 
be ever cautious and afraid of abuſing or injuring the Lord's 
Miniſters. Let us be always diſpoſed to cover their infirmities, 
and to make the moſt charitable conſtruction of any thing ſaid 
or done by them, that ſome may be diſpos d to improve to their 
prejudice ; and be always cautious how we report what we bear 
concerning them, which ir may be is altogether ground'cfs. 
Let us be very careful how we treat theEmbaſladors of Chrilt. 


Again | 
Uss IV. WITH what /+ and reverence ſhould wo 
attend to their Infiru#ions. If they came to us in Chriſt's 
Name, how concern'd ſhould we be to give a due entertain» 


meat of their meſſages, that are of infinite moment and 


concern to us all. 


Uss V. Anv laſtly here, Let as pray for the Lord's Ambaſ- 

ſadors, that GOD would qualify them for their Work, that 
be would affift and proſper them in it. That the band of 
the Lord may be with them, that many may believe and 
turn unto the Lord. ; 


Bs thus asking the preſence and blefing of the Lud, 
wich all his Servancs in the Miniſtry : and let me recom: 
mend this duty in a particular manner to This Church and 
Cong regation of the Lord, with reſpect ( Firſt ) to your 
worthy and beloved Elder Paſtcr ; that Gon -wou'd reſtore 
and confirm his health, and yer grant a door of witerarce 10 
him, that he may fill labour among you in the word and 
doGtrine, and be continued a rich bleſſing to you; and thar 
So would ſanctiſy che au ful frown in lus being to * ff 

| rum 


> 


| 
| 
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from his work among you ; and that thoſe divine ſupports and 
conſolations may be vouchſafed to him, which may delight and 
refreſh his Soul in the multicude of his thoughts within him: 
And then, let me in the next place recommend this duty, with 
reſpect unto him, who may be allowed ef Gop this day, to be 
put in truſt with the Goſpel, and co whom the care of your 
precious Souls is to be committed. We truſt he is given © 
you this day in anſwer to your prayers; and you muſt now 
more than ever bear him upon your hearts in your bumble and 
fervent ſupplicatiens to Gob for him. He is this day devot- 

ing himſelt co your ſervice, to be your Servant for Chriſt's fake, 
to ſpend, and be ſpent for you. It is an awful Charge he is 
now going to teceive from the Lord concerning you. He needs 
and he deſires your Prayers. I beſcech you then, Brethren, 
for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, and for the love of the Spiric, 
that ye ſtrive together with him in your prayers to Gop for 
bim; chat his Service in the Goſpel may be accepted of the 
Saints; that he may come to you with joy by the will of Gon, 
and be refreſhed ; that he may come to you in the fulneſs of 
the bleffing of the Goſpel of Chriſt ; that he may be made 
faithful to Chriſt, and to your Souls ; chat he may ſpeak not as 
pleaſing Men, but Gop the ſearcher of bearts; that he may be 
a happy inſtrument in the hands of God, of turging many here 
from the crror of their ways, that many may be awaken'd and 
quickned by his Miniſtry, and broughc ſavingly home to Gap, 
and that the Saints and Children of Gop may be edify'd and 
duilt up on their holy faith; in ſhore, that be may have many 
Scals of bis Miniſtry among you, who may be his joy, and 
crown of rejoycing in the Day of Chriſt's appearing. To en- 
courage your thus praying, let me tell you, your prayers for 
bim may be greatly ſerviceable to the ſucceſs of his Miniſtry 
among you. O beg of God to give the increaſe, with whom 
alone it is, and to whom alone the praiſe muſt be aſcribed. Cry 
to GoD day and night for the ſucceſs of his labours among you, 
that he may not labour in vain and ſpend his ſtrength tor 
nought, that the word diſpenſed by him may be a ſavour of 
life unto life, and not of death unto death unto any of you. 

Ia this way you may hope to have his Miniſtry made truly pro- 
heable co your Souls, and if the Lord ſhall pleaſe to make it ſo, he 
can deſire no greater comfort or honour in this World, 


HavinG thus conſider'd and improv'd my firſt Propolicion ; 
I proceed to the other. 

Paoe. II. THAT fjuch as are allowed of God to be put in 
Truſt with the goſpel, ſpould make it their great care, ſludy 
and endeavour, ſo to ſpeak, not as pleaſing Men, but God, 
cle tri:th our bearts, Hseg 
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Haar I ſhall enquire, and as briefly as ] can ſhew: 


x; What may be meant or implyed ia trying our boartig 


2. What by our ſpeaking, not as pleaſing Mew. 
3. When we may be ſaid to ſpeak, as pleaſing God. 


' And then | | 
4 and lafily, Why we ſhou'd make it our great concern and 
— ſpeak, not as pleaſing Men, but Goo, 


I am to ſhew, 
1. WHAT may be imply'd in God's trying our bearts. And, 


1. Tuts certainly implys in general, that Gd is ommniſcient. 
That all things are naked & open before the eyes of that GOD, 
with whom we have to do, even the thoughts and intents of the 
Heart. That his eyes areas a flame of fire, running to and fro 
through the earch, beholding the evil and the good; that he 
may ſhew himſelf ſtrong on the behalf of choſe whoſe hearts are 
uprighe with him. That be ſearches the hearts and the reins of 
the children of men, that he may give to every one according to 
their ways and the fruit of their doings. Hereby may be meant 
that the great GOD has a perſect knowledge of all perſons and 


- 


_ things, and ſees them all, even that which is moſt hidden and 


ſecrers Thar there is uot a word in our tongue, nor a thought 
in our beart, but he knows it altogether. 


Again, - 

2. GOD'srrying our hearts may imply and mean his critical 
inſpeRion and regard, as to the ends and deſigns we propoſe in 
wndertaking the work of the Miniſtry. When we engage in the 
work of the Miniſtry, or any other buſineſ of importance, 
we have our ſeveral aims, ends and deſigns; and we are 
too prone to be led and carried on by corrupt and ſiniſter views 
and deſigns, and to have no ſincere aims at the advancemene of 
the glory of GOD, or the good and benefit of others. But now, 
the omniſciene God critically regards the views and ends, which 
govern and influence us in the proſecution of our duty. And 
this may be meant by his trying our hearts, that the Lord does 
eſpecially and accurately look to the ends we propoſe and are 
g vern'd by, in the vndereaking and proſecuting the work and 
duty incumbent on us, in our ſeveral places and ſtations, and 
eſpccially in the awful ſtation of the Miniſtry, 


— —_— — — 
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I proceed now io eaquire 
2. Wuar may be meant by cur ſpeaking not as pleaſing Men, 
Or, when ve may bc ſaid, to ſpcat nes as pleaſing Men. Before 
I anſwer, I would briefly premiſe ; that in ſome caſes, we ſhould 
and ought to pleaſe Men. We fad that the Apoſtle kinfelf in 
ſome caſes ſought to pleaſe Men, 1 Cor, X 33. But he pleaſ- 


ed not Men, nor ſhould we, when it ftands in comperivion with 


pleaſiog GOD. Otherwiſe the rule takes place with all, which 
we have given us in Rom. XV 2. Let every one of #s pleaſe bis 
n igbbour, for bis good io ediffcation. The Miniſters of the Goſ- 
pel may and ſhovld endeavour :o chooſe ous acceptable words, 
that may be pleaſing to their hearers. They may endeavour to 
p.caſe Men, in their ſpeaking, ſo they de but fairblully and 
plaioly tell h em their dury. And indeed this ſhould be plcaſim 
to Men; but alas i too of en very unplealing and ungrateſu 
But to proceed, by way one, - 


1. WE ſpeak nov as pleaſing men, abend beav onr Teftimony © 
apainfs the Sims they live in. Such avare in a casual uncon- 
verted ſtate, are net pleaſed wich ous fo fpeaking. We ſpeak, 
not as pleaſing ſuch, when we baichfu lly wars them to abandon 
the evil ways and practices they are living and indulging them- 
ſelves in. When we rel} them, fuch ways lead down to the 
chambers of dearh, and that they are haſtening ro 2 damnation 
that ſlunibers not; when we tell chem of che ſnares; fire and 
brimftane and an horrible tempeſt that ſhall be the portion of 
their cup, unleſs they repent add turn; when we declare to 
them that if they ceaſe not wandring out off the way of under- 
ſtanding, they ſhaft go down ro the congregation of the dead, 
have their portion appointed chem with hypocrires and unbelic. 
vere, where they ſhail weep and wail and gnaſh theit teeth ſor- 
ever ; when we declare to them, This will be che end of the 
way they are walking in, and folemnly warn ebern to ſorfake 
the pachs of the Deſtroyer ; When we thus wilt not let chem go 
on q ey in their ſins, we then ſpeak, ror as pleaſing Men. 
And fc won't regard what we fay, becauſe we dent ſpeak 
fmoorh things to them, but hard ſayings vic they cannot bear. 
They'd mind us, if we wou d propheſy ſmooth thimgs to them, 
faner hem in ways of ſin, and let them go on ſecurely. Ot 
fuch the holy prophes Iſaiab complain'd in his time, ig the 3oth 
Chap. This is a rebell ies people, lim children, childrew that will 
not hear the law of the Lord, which ſay to the Sers, ſee net, and 
go the Prodbets, propheſy not unto us vight things, ſpeak wnto us 
ſroooth things, propheſy deceits, get you ont of the way, turm aſide 
eut of the path, cawſe the hely one of Iſrael to ceaſe jrom lafrre ut. 
Taney ſorbid th: Prophets ſpeaking to them in G9 D's m_ 
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and dealing faichfully with them. One ſays * this place, 
Ie was thei privi nf that they had ſeers ar but they 
did what they could to put out their eyes; they had 

among chem, but they did what they could ro op their mourhs, 
for they made them uneaſy in their wicked ways. The pro- 
pkets told them of their faults, and warn'd them of their danger, 
and they could not bear that: they muſt ſpeak to them ſmooth 
things, muſt flacrer them in their fins, and fay they did well, 
and there was no harm, no danger in the courſe of life they 
liv'd ; let a thing be never ſo right and true, iſ it be nor ſmoorh, 
they will not hear it, but if ic be agreable to the good opinion 
they have of themſelves, tho it be never ſo falſe, and never ſo 
reat a cheat upon rhem, they would have it propheſy d to 
them. They Ser for being let alone to do as they pleas d, and 
therefore bid their faithful mogitors to Rand out of the way; 
buc the faichful prophets of the Lord won't be diverted from 
uſing ſack expreſſions as are proper to awaken ſinners, tho _ 
may perhaps be diſpleaſing enough to them; ' ſuch muſt be told, 


that Gov is holy, and they ſhall find him fo, ſooner or later, 


whether they will bear, or whether they will ſorbear. Thus be. 


Bur this may ſuffice for the firſt particular; the Miniſters of 
Chrift ſpeak, not as pleaſing men, when they bear their fairhful 


reſtimony againſt the vicious ways and courſes they indulge 


themſelves in, and warn them of their danger of a ion 
to be trembled at, if they dic in their figs, 


Again, g 

2. WE ſpeak, not as pleaſing men, ben us ave from time to 
time earnefily and faitbſully calling on, and urging them to their 
duty. When we are, from one time to another, admoniſhing 
men for their neglects of duty, and calling on them to keep the 
commandments of GOD diligently ; ro deny themſelves, take 
up their croſs, and follow the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; to renounce 
their luſts, to cut off their right hand, and t pluck out their 
right eye ſins. To be called on, to exerciſe ſuch mortification 
and ſelf-denyal, is not at all pleaſing to the corrupt and carnal 
bearts of men : They don't love to be urged to that which 18 
ſo contrary to the natural bent and diſpoſition of their hearts. 
Ic is not therefore pleaſing to them, to urge them to the duty of 
repentance, to hate and ſotſake their beloved Iſts; nor © 
the duty of believing in Chriſt, to renounce all righicouſnels of 
their own, and come to Chriſt, poor and miſerable, blind and 


* Mr. Henry, | 
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naked, and venture their eternal ſalvation on his merits and 

righccouſacfs alone, to cake his yoke & burden on chem ; chis is 

a hard ſaying, ix is not at all pleaſing to them: Nor is it ſo to 
dience 1 


be urged to „to a ſtiict obſervance of the commands of 
GOD. They are not to be, ſo reſtrained. They chooſe to 
walk at large. Such reſtraints are not (I ſay ) ar all pleaſi 
to them; and therefore when they are urged to a ſtrict regar 
to the will and command of GOD, as to a ſober, righteous and 
holy living,i: is not pleaſing to them, There is no one inſtance of 
duty, we can urge them 10 a compliance wich, but what their 


carnal bears have a ſtrong reluctancy to. 


Tuvs then we ſpeak, net as pleaſing men, when we are from 
time to time calling and urging them to their duty. 


Berons I diſmiſs this enquiry, I might here particularly Cay ; 

the /ntem.perate man does not care to haye his intemperance 
rebuk'd and declaim'd againſt, He cares hot to read or hear 
of the many woes denounc'd agaioſt him for his rioting and 
drunkennefs, though he is told from the word of God, that it 


will at the 11ſt bite like a ſerpent, and fling like an adder. 


Tus uncbhaſte and filthy don' love to be admoniſh'd for their 
urchaſte and filchy practices; though the word of Gop declares 


they ſhall never inherit the kingdom of God, 


Tux unrigl teous don't love to be ſo often rebuked for their 
iojuſtice & oppreſſion, and told of the wrath it expoſes chem to, 


Tux liar don't love to be reproved for his hirg and falſe 
ſpeaking ; though the word of Gop 1ays, ſuch muſt have their 
part in the lake that burns with fire and brimftone, where they 
ſhall never get one drop of water to cool their wicked tongues, 
which they fo vilely imploy d in their life-time, 


Tun covetzvs don't love to be rebuked for their inordina:e 
and anxious regards to the world, and things of it; though they 
arc like for ever to negleC the one thing needſul, tor the ſake of 
this world, and fs lofe their Souls (by their folly ) more worth 
than a thouſand worlds. 


Tas profane perſon don't like to be reprov'd for his daring 


wickedneſs ; though he imprecates on his own head, the dire ul 


' wrath and vengeance of a jenes Gop, and muſt ſwelter under 


ic co all eternity, if ke don't reform, and dread te take Gop's 
holy name in vain, \ 


THE 
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Tus Sabbath: breakers ; ſuch as are vain, rude & diſorder 


, , 
on Gop's day, don't care to hear the frequent reproo 
given them ja the name of che Lord; the if they dose c(caps 
punihment from men, they can't eſcape the righteous meng 
of Gap, who. |caloys for the honour of bis day, and will not 
le: any proſa nations of ic go unpuniſhed. And I mighs go 
on, 30 to ſeveral other jpſtaaces of wickedneſs, alas ! rog 
common in the age in which we live, with reſpeR to which 
mea cannot patiently bear jo hear their wickedneſs reproved 
and the wrath of Goo denounced againſt chem, which wi 
certainly fall upon them, without a remarkable and chorow 


repentance apd reformation. 


By thus dealing with the children of Men in the publick 
diſpeaſation ot Go holy word, we may be faid to 3 not as 

proofing men; whep we thus reprove them for their wickedneſs, 

warn them of their danger, and urge them to reform, and do 
their duty, as would avoid a moſt. fearfully aggravated 
Ms Prager Way". will elſe belong unto them. 


Bur this may ſuſſice in anſwer to the ſecond enquiry, when 


* 


we may be ſaid to ſpeak, not as pleaſing men. 

I proceed to the third Enquiry. 

3. WHEN may we be ſaid to ſpeak as pleaſing GOD ? 
Briefly here. 


Ws be aid to ſpeak as pleaſing GOD, when we propound 
the A God, and the beſt good of immortal Souls, as the 
great cad of our ſpeaking. 


| Wunnx we endeavour plainly and faithfolly to inform men 
of their duty, to ſhew them their ſin and miſery, and need of a 


Saviour. Firſt, we muſt tell them of their miſerable and yndone 


condition, becauſe of the fi-ſt apoſtacy, of their being righteouſſ 
involved in the guilt of it, and of their expoſedneſs to t Ks 6 
of a righteous Gop while they continue in their natural Race, 
and of the ir inability to help and ſave themſelves. We ſhould 
then cell chem of the bepe there is before them, of rhe pro- 
viſion made for them in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is able and 


willing to ſave them to the uttermoſt. That there is thereſore 


hope concerning them, though their ſins may have been of a 
crimſan colour, and ſcarler dye; that if they will confeſs and 
forfake them, and turn to the Lord, they ſhall fiad mercy 
and be abundantly * They mult be told, that they 
| 2 4 
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are of themſelves, poor and miſerable, blind and naked; that they 
muſt come to Chriſt humbly ſenſible thereof, renouncing all 
righteouſneſi of their own, and be willing to venture the ſalva- 
tion of their Sonls, on the merits and righteouſnch of the Lord 
_ Chriſt, That they muſt receive him as their Lord and 
ing, as well as Saviour; te have every fin and luſt mortiſy d 
and ſubdued in them. That chey muſt make an intire fincere 
ſurrender and dedication of themſelves to the Lord Jehovah, 
Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, to ſerve him in holineſs and 
righicouſneſs all the days of their lives: And make his glor 
their governing deſign and aim, and the word of Gop their 
conſtant rule; and fee to it, that they walk circumſpectly, 
humbly and prayerfully. When we thus ſpeak to our hearers, 
eve ſpeak as pleaſing GOD, who has no pleaſure in the death 
of the ſinner, but had rather he would turn and live. It is 
therefore pleaſing to him, to ſee his Miniſters thus endeavouring 
xo reſcue poor miſerable ſinners from the deſtruction they are in 
oP ſuch danger of, to ſee and hear them warning men of cheir 
danger, and ſetting before them the terrors of the Lord and 
his dreadful wrath ; and recen r urging them to fly for 
reſuge to lay hold on the hope in the Goſpel before im, 
to be working out their own Salvation wich fear and trembling, 
to be making their calling and election ſure, to do with their 
might wharſoever their hand finds to do, to work while the day 
laſts, and make ſure of an intereſt in the favour of Gop; to 
mind chus the things of their everlaſting peace, before they are 
hid from their eyes. Such ſpeaking is plealing and acceptable 
40 God, becauſe tis the way and means he has in infinite wiſ- 
dom inſtituted for the awakning, quickning and converting of 
men; and *cis eſpecially pleaſing io him, it we do by fo ſpeak- 
ing ſiacerely endeavour to advance his glory, and the everlaſtin 
advantage of the precious Souls committed to us; fo ſhall we a 
up to che great 233 of Gop in putting us into the Miniſtry, 
than which notbing can be more pleaſing and acceptable to him. 
And ebus I have briefly ſhewn, when we may be ſaid to ſpeak 
as pleaſing GOD. 


I come now to ſhew, 


* 


4, and Laſtly. Ahr we fould make it our great concern and 
endeavour, ſo to ſprak, not as pleaſing men, but GOD. We ſce 
this was cheApoltle's great concern & care, and ir ſhould be ours. 


Ir ſhould be ſo, if we only eonſider, that wwe cannot elſe be 
the faith ul ſervants of the Lord Feſus Chriſt, ; 


Wu 


| We ſhall nor be faichfol co the truſt repoſed in vs, if we don't 
make this our great concern and endeavour. | 


" Mnx1erznz of the Goſpel are Chrilt's ſervancs by office; and 


as ſervants, they are to pleaſe their own maſter. FI pleaſed” 


men, faich the Apoſtle, / Hould not be the ſervant of FeſusChriſt, 
Gal. I, 10. And this made the Apoſtle have regard not only 
to his dorine and outward converſation ; but the inward aims 
and intentions of his heart; and expecting the reward of his 
labours more from God than men, he therefore ſought co pleaſe 
God rather then men, and approve his heart unto him. And 
herein be reflects on thoſe falſe Apoſtles, that ſought co pleaſe 
men, that preach'd the law of Moſes to. pleaſe the Fews ; or 
others that perverted and abus'd the doctrine of the Goſpel to 
gratify the luſts of men. This our Apoſtle dared not to do; 
nor ſhould any of theMiniſters ofChriſt now: for it is required 
of ſuch, that they be found faithful, 1 Cor. IV. 2. Now we can 
never be ſo, it our great care be to pleaſe men; we ſhall rhen be 
afraid to deal plainly, cloſely and faichfully with them: We 
ſhall be loth to diſturb them in their ſecurity ; ſhall chooſe to 
les chem go on in their evil ways. undiſturbed, rather chan in- 
eur their diſpleaſure, and fo we ſhall prove unfaithful to God, 
and the Souls of men, and thus bring the guilt of blood upon 
our own heads. Ezek. XXNIILI. 7, 8. O fon of man, I have ſet 
thee a watchman unte the houſe of Iſrael, therefore thou ſalt bear 
the word at my mouth, and warn them from me. When I jay 
unto the wicked, O wicked man, thou ſball ſurely die, if thou doſt 
not ſpeak to warn the wicked from bis way, that wicked man 
Hall die in his iniquity, but bis blood will I require AT THINE 
Hanp. Bu if, on the contrary, we are faichtul in delivering 
the whole counſel of Gop, it we ſpeak whatſoever the Lord has 
commanded us, we ſhall keep our ſelves clear from the blood. of 


all; as we fee in the th ver. Nevertheleſs if thow warn the 


wicked of bis way to turn from it, if be do not turn from bis way, 
be Hall die in bis iniquity, but thou baſt delivered thy Soul. 


SURELY then, for theſe reaſons, it ſhould be our prear con- 
cern and endeavour to ſpeak, not as pleaſing men, but God who 
tries our hearts; for, it when we ſhall be called to give up our 
account to our omniſcient and heart-ſearching Judge, we Dould 
be found unfaichſul, we ſhall bring on our ſelves a moſt aggra- 
varied and intolerable condemnation. 


I ſhall * make ſome Application of | this Propolicion, 
And, | 
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Un I. Wa may infer from what we have heard, that ## 
will be no great wonder, if Miniſters fbowld incur the diſpleaſure 
of men. Nothing has a greater tendency to do it, than a cloſe 
and faithful dealing wich chem : ic will be no wender, if their 
cocrupt and carnal minds be fretted, and galled thereby. 
Chrilt's Miniſters then may expect, if they deal faithfully with 
men in their publick diſpenſa:ions, or perſeual applications, 10 
roil the ſpirics of {ome ; and perhaps the great enemy of Souls 
may ſec in, and endeayour to prejudice chem againſt their Mi- 
niltcy, and ſo make it for ever unproſitable to them. 


We may infer, 


Us II. HOW faulty ſuch are, who ave mainly, or too much 
on:erned to pleaſe men. Iadeed as I have already hinted, Min- 
iſters ſhould endeavour to chooſe out aeceprable words, and be 
concern'd fo to manage their publick performances that they may 
be pleaſing, as well as profitable. But they ſhould never propheſy 
ſmooth chings, flatter men is their evil ways, or be afraid; of 
off-nding any by plaia and faichful dealing, Nor ſhould we 
take any pleaſure in gratifying the-icching cars of mens We 
ſhould always carefully avoid ſuch a ſtile or language as ſavours 
of vanicy and affectation, which too often gratily's che —_ 
ear, and is poorly accommodated to ſerve the periſhing ſouls 
men. I will recice here the words of an eminent divine * nor 
impertinent to my preſent purpoſe. The affectation (ſays he) of 
Wit and flanting eloquence fruſtrates the end of preaching, 
which is co convince ſinners of their guilt and miſery, and by 
the convittion of conſcience to make them fly to the ſanctuary 
our bleſſed Saviour for protection; parily, becauſe thoſe things 
that flatter the fancy, are not proper to affect the conſcience : 
light crimmings of language, gaudy expreſſions, glittering poines 
of Wit, pleaſe the imagination; but conſcience is excited and 
inflamed, by repreſenting eternal things with power ſul plainneſ⸗ 
and in a ſolemn manner. Thus he. --- Very faulty then are 
ſuch Miniſters as ſtudy more to pleaſe the Humours, than profit 
the Souls of Men. 


Us III. Hence, the Miniſters of the Goſpel Hould be above a# 
things concern'd to pleaſe GOD, and approve themſelves, to bim, 
as thoſe that have chtained mercy to be ſaithſul. They muſt en- 
deavoar, as they ate able, faithfolly to diſcharge their duty, 
whe:her men will regard the calls and warnings they give chem, 


* 


» 
_— 
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or not. They ſhould by all prudent methods endes vour to 
ſceure and maintain an intereſt in the hearts and aſſections of 
their People; bur if they can't do it without being vofaichſul 
to GOD, and the Souls of Men, they had better loſe their 
aſſections, tho* they ſuffer in their worldly intereſt, chan incurr 
the diſpleaſure of their holy Judge. | 


 Uiz V. PEOPLE then be willing to be freely and 
faithfully dealt with by the Minifters of the Goſpel. 


Ir Miniſters cannot elſe be faithful ro GOD, and the Souls of 
Men, ſurely they ought never to be in the leaſt offended ar their 
plain and faithful dealing with them. They do ir, becauſe ne- 
ceſſity is laid upon chem; and Wo will be to them, if they dont 
ſo warn and call upon Men. They ſee to their grief a neceſſity 
of ir, becauſe of the carnal ſecurity of the greater part of thoſe, 
who have the Goſpel preached to them. And it is the conſide- 
ration of this, that moves them at one time and another ro be 
preaching Terror to you. We can take no pleaſure in ir; it is the 
moſt unpleaſant part of our work in thePulpit. It would be much 


pleaſanter, to be encouraging your progreſs in the good ways of 


the Lord, and to be preaching lectures of Conſolation to you, and 
ſet / ing before you the pleaſures and joys of the world you are 
going to. (And bleſſed be GOD, «this may be ſeaſonably done 
2 ſo.) But it has been and is matter of ſorrowſul obſervation, 
that there is generally more need of awakning diſcourſes, of 
letting before our People the terrors of the Lord and his wrath, 
becauſe generally the greater part of our Congregations are car- 
nally ſecure and careleſi about the concerns of their Souls, and a 
preparation for Death and Judgment. And it is for the ſake 
of ſoch in our Congregations, that we are from one time to 
another diſpenſing the warnings of the Lord. And would to 
GOD, all his people may be made willing to be freely and ſaith- 
fully dealt with by the miniſtry they fic under, and take it as 
the preareſt inſtance of kindneſs and love from their Miniſters, 
If the ſpirit of the Lord, and bis ble fling does ever — 
his word fo diſpenſed, as ſuch preaching is acceptable and pleaſ- 
ing to GOD, fo will it be co the Souls of thoſe awakned and 
exciied io their duty by it. 


U:z V. Tus laſt Ute ſhall be a word of exbertation. 


@ And here I ſhall addreG my (elf, 
1. To my reveread Fathers and Brethren in the Miniſtry. 
And, 
2. To him who is this day to be put in truſt with theGoſpel. 
0 
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1. TO my reverend Fathers and Brotbren in the Miniſtry; 


\ SvuFFxn me with all humility to recommend the example of 
che bleſſed Apoſtle here, for our imitation. » 


Ws learn ſomething of our duty from what we have heard: 
And would co GOD, we might be enabled ſo to - diſcharge it, 
that we may be able to ſay, as the Apoſtle does here with his 
Brethren, and as he ſays in Rom. I. 19. GOD is my witneſs, 
<phom I ſerve with my Spirit in the Goſpel of his Son. It will 
be much for our comfort and honour, to have this teſt imony of 
our Conſciences for us. And this we ſball have, if we are dili- 
gent and ſaithſul in the 5 of our miniſtry, We know 
it is required in Stewards (and therefore of us ) that a man be 
found ſaithful. Let us be ſo then in declaring the whole counſel 
of GOD, aad giving to every one their portion in due ſeaſon. 


Leger us often conſeder the ſtate and circumſtances of our reſpec- 
tive flocks and charges, and accommodate our ſelves to them in 
our publick adminiſtrations, by way of reproof and warning, 
ceunſcl and comfort, as we apprehend they may ſtand in need 
thereof. Let us always beware of any ſear of Men, that may 
bring a ſnare, Lec us not be afraid of the faces of men, but faith- 
fully deliver the meſſages and warnings of GOD to them, whether 
they will bear, or whether they will forbear. And alas! How 
many are there ſtill, who are diſpos'd to fay, as the Prophet 
Feremiab's hearers did, Jer. XLIV. 16 As for the word that 
thou ha ſt ſpoken to us in the name of the Lord, wwe vill not harken 
wnto thee, It is truly a very ſad conſideration, hat not withſtand- 
ing all che calls and admonitions which have been given, not 
only from the word, but amazing providences of Gop, there 
are ſo many yet ſerticd on their lees, and going on incorrigibly 
in their evil ways, and will not be reclaimed. What need bave 
we to beſtir ourſelves, with reſpec to ſuch, and do our utiermoſt 
to pluck them as brands out of the burning! And let us encour- 
age thoſe who are asking the way to the Heavenly Zion, with 
their faces thitberward, and help them forward in the way of 
life, as workers together with Gob. Let us do what we can to 
help them over their difficulties and diſcouragemenis, greatly 
conce: ned that their convict ions may iſſue in their ſaving and 
thoro* converſion ro Gop. ; 

Ano let us follow all our ſincere and ſairhful endeavours with 
our humble and ferventPrayers 1oGoD,ihat we may be not only 
faithful, but if che Lord pleafe, ſucceſelul; that we may hee 
cauſe io rejoyce with reſpect to many, yea all of our dear people, 
in che day of the Lord, that we have not gun in vain, nor 

labour d in vain. 1 
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| I ſhall now ſhut up all, 


2, Wirn a word to my dear Brother, at whoſe requeſt 1 
Rand here this day. | You afe now coming into the ſervice of 
the Goſpel and of the Sanctuary, to which you have been de- 
voted from your childhood, if the Lord would be pleaſed to 

ualify you therefor, and accept you therein. And we would 
Gin hope, chat it has pleaſed the Father 'of Lights, from wbom 
comes down every good and perſect gifty not only to beſtow on 
you deſirable gifts and accompliſhments for the work of the 
miniſtry, but alſo his renewing, ſanctitying grace in an early | 
converſion to GOD; and that 1 a happy foundation is laid, for f 1 
your future ſeryiceableneſs in the ſacred and ſolemn work ye | 
are now engaging in: And we hope and truſt, ic's in anſwer to | 
the many fervent prayers of choſe concerned with and for you, 
| that a door is here opened for your entrance into this part of 
the Lord's vineyard, | : 


' I perſwade my ſelf, it has been your gteat concern, and 
earneſt deſire, that you might be ſanQify'd of GOD, and ſo 
be fitted for your maſter's work and ſervice here. I am per- 
ſwaded, that the conſideration of the duties and difficukics 
attending the important ſtation you are entring into, does this 
day fill your beart with no little fear and care; fo that you 
may now be ready to cry out, Who is ſufficient for theſe things ?, 


Bur be not diſcouraged ; the grace and ſtrength of Chiiſt 
mall be ſufficient for you. Exerciſe a lively faith in that 
gracious promiſe, and live upon ic,Matth. XXVIII. 20. Lo ! Ia 
with you always, . 


 UnDx« all the diſcouragements you may meet with, let this 
promiſe be a great ſupport and comfort to you. You may ex- 
pect to meet with various and heavy tryals, d fficulties an@ 
temptations, that may be not a little diſcouraging and perplexing 
| to you, & which you may be at preſent a ſtranger to: Even your 
. very faichſulneſs in the e of your duty, may expoſe you 
to ſome. Bret yer reſolve, hat by che grace of GOD helping 
you, you will as you are able faichfully warn Men of their fin 
4 and danger, and excite them to their duty, and do your utmoſt 
to gather them under the wings of their Saviour, before the 
h things of their everlaſting peace ſhall be hid from their eyes, 
Be much in prayer to GOD for his gracious preſence with you, 
4 to ſucceed you in your work. You muſt give your ſelf not only 
to the miniſtry of the word, but unto prayer. You mult bz & 
r Man e Prayer, often wenn wich GOD, and rcfolying not 
| : 16 
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to ler him go, until he b'eſs you, and thoſe alſo of your Charge; 
whom you w ill be often carrying in the Arms of your faith 


and pra;er, to GOD, ſor his Befing o . deſcend vpon. O 


lead often with him the many gr acious promiſes, upon which 
ke has cauſed- you to hope, for your ſeit, and for the Souls of 


Four people; and beg that you may fiot labour in vain, and 


ſpend your ſtreugth for noutht, that the word you preach may 
not be a ſavour of dea h unto dea h to any, but life unto 
life io all. Give no offence in any thing, that the Miniſtry be not 
blamed. * Let your life and converſation witacſs for you, chat 
you believe and live the doctrines you preach ; ſo will you be 


un example to the believers And it you thus take heed to 


eurſelf and to your miniſtry, you ſhall Cave your ſeif, and may 
to (ave thoſe that hear you. We «ruſt chat from a ſincere 
dove to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, you will feed the ſheep, and 
Feed the lambs of chis Flock; and we wiſh that we may ſee and 
hear of remarkable tokens of his preſence with you, and among 
Chis people, the care of whoſe precious and immortal Souls, we 
are dow going in the name and fear of GON, che ſearcher of 
tHearcs, to commit unto you. Our ſincere wiſhes for you, upon 


his ſolemn occaſion, are, that yow may not come into this 


awſu' ſtation wich che guilt of any iniquity cleaving co you; 
that GOD would be at peace with you, and now ſpeak peace 
wnto you; hat He mond take away your filtbyGarments,aud cloath 
you with changeof raiment, and that when we ſhall preſently la 


eur hands on your trembling head, the Holy Ghoſt may defeend - 


and ſcize on your Soul, and fill it with a new, pure and hes - 
venly life and vigour, and thoſe divine impreſſi ns, that you 


ever felt in all your life before: That He may reſt upon you 


in his gracious, ſanctifying, colighrning and aſſiſting influences 
and operations, to enable you to the ſaithſul diſcharge of the 
great work you arenow engaging in : Thar you may approve 
Jour ſelf fairkful to Chriſt and the Soals of this people; fo will 
you be a ſweet ſavour of Chriſt unto GOD, in chem that ſhall 
ved, and in them alſo that Pall periſh But GOD of his 
Infinite mercy grant, that none of 2his Flock may periſh from 
under your miniſtry, but that you may be able in the day that 
is aproaching, to ſay ; Here am I, Lord, and ail the Souls, which 
were committed to my charge, 


In fine, | 
Ws with you may be, for many years yet te come, a fſaich» 
ful and ſucceſsful labourer in this part of the Lord's harveſt, 2a 


— — 
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great 
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rest blefing and comſort to the Rev. elder Paſtor, 26 well as ra 
W. Fleck ; and that when your mipiſtracions in the Temple of 
GOD bere, ſhall be finiſhed, you may give up your account 
wich joy and not with grief, and may hear from the mouth of 
your Judge, that bleſſed Ewge, Mel dove good and faithfulServant, 
enter thew into the joy of thy Lord! And having been wiſe, and 
turned many to righteouſneſs, may you Pine as the brightneſs 
of the firmament, and as a flar for ever and ever, Amen 
and Amen, | | h 
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